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Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.193(b)(2)(ii), Appellants present this Supplemental 
Appeal Brief in response to the Office Action dated 2 July 2003, which reopened prosecution in 
the above-identified matter. A Request for Reinstatement of Appeal is filed concurrently 
herewith. 

The entire contents of the Appeal Brief filed 21 April 2003 are considered to be relevant 
to the appeal and are thus incorporated by reference herein in their entirety. Additionally, 
Appellants provide the following additional arguments in response to the Office Action of 2 July 
2003 (hereinafter "the current Office Action"). 



RECEIVED 

°CT 0 8 2003 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



Arguments 

The current Office Action asserts that prosecution has been reopened to "properly address 
the wording of each claim (i.e. specifically with respect to claims 19 and 20) . . in an accurate 
manner," (Office Action, pages 2-3). More specifically, the current Office Action notes that that 
the Examiner had erroneously asserted in the final rejection dated 22 July 2002, that the phrase 
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"into an interior of said face mask" appeared in certain claims, e.g., claims 19-20, when, as 
admitted by the current Office Action, such language formed no part of those claims. The 
Examiner believes that prosecution should be reopened to address this error. 

However, Appellants note that the rejections found in the current Office Action are 
substantially identical to those addressed in the Appeal Brief. In fact, the Examiner still 
identifies the phrase "into an interior of said face mask" when rejecting claims 19 and 20. See 
Office Action, page 3, last two lines. 

Moreover, the arguments of the Appeal Brief are directed to the correct version of the 
claims, i.e., there are no additional arguments that need be made by Appellants to address the 
Office's decision to reopen prosecution. 

As the current Office Action provides no response to the arguments of the Appeal Brief, 
and further has introduced no new grounds for rejection, Appellants request reinstatement of the 
appeal and consideration of each and every argument contained herein as well as in the 
previously submitted Appeal Brief. 
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Conclusion 

For the reasons provided above, reinstatement of the Appeal, and review and reversal of 
each rejection of the final Office Action, are respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted for 
Joyce B. PALAZOTTO et al. 

By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
P.O. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Phone:(612)305-1220 
Facsimile: (612) 305-1228 
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